Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

The Lord’s Day Message

“Love Demonstrated”

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!

Jordan will lead our Bible Class, Kerrywill lead singing, Paul
McCollum will deliver the Message. May God bless their ef-
forts!

Lords Doy
~ Happy Lord’s Day ~

ow plan--

...honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself!”
Matthew 19:19

We are praying for you!
Virginia Elliott - for help with her sciatic nerve and knee pain.
Jordan Jooohnson - For sfety while on vacation this week.

Don Blackwell - for strenfth and endurance in his service to the Lord.
Church of Christ - for strength to preach God’s Word to all souls.

~God’s Blessings to Everyone!~

How miraculous gifts were given
Gary C. Hampton

Intense persecution in Jerusalem and Judea resulted in Christians being scat-
tered, yet they continued to preach the word. One of those, Philip, went to the city
of Samaria. The preaching of Christ was well received there, with men and women
being baptized. Simon, a sorcerer who had used trickery to deceive the people and
cause them to give him special honor, also believed and was baptized (Acts 8:1-
13).

The Samaritans were, at that point, pardoned members of the church accord-
ing to Acts 2:38. They also were in possession of the gift of the Holy Spirit. The
apostles heard of their conversion and sent Peter and John to Samaria. They prayed
and laid their hands on those baptized believers and they received the miraculous
gift of the Holy Spirit. Luke, by inspiration, then writes, “Now when Simon saw
that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he of-
fered them money” (Acts 8:14-19).

That this event was both visible and impressive is obvious. The sorcerer of-
fered money to Peter and John so he could acquire the ability. Further, it is appar-
ent the apostles were the ones who were able to dispense this miraculous measure.
Philip had worked miracles among them but could not give the gift to others.

Paul met twelve disciples of Jesus when he first came to Ephesus in Acts
19. He asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” Their
answer showed him something was missing in the instruction they received before
their baptism. They said they had not even heard whether there was a Holy Spirit.
The apostle knew that anyone scripturally baptized in the name of Jesus should
have been well aware of the Holy Spirit because of the promise of Acts 2:38. It ap-
pears they had been taught by Apollos when he was teaching the way of the Lord,
while knowing only John’s baptism (Acts 18:24-25).

Paul commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. The
Biblical record does not reveal any others who had received John’s baptism hav-
ing to be baptized again. These did because their baptism had taken place after the
Lord’s death, burial and resurrection. Once they had put on Christ in baptism, Paul
laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit and were able to speak in
tongues and prophesy (19:1-7).
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These two incidents are the only ones that show how the miraculous gifts February 18, 2024

were given to people in the first century. The lack of any living apostle today
makes it clear that the age of miraculous gifts has ceased. The miraculous gifts
naturally ceased when the apostles and all they had laid their hands on died.

The miraculous gifts had one overarching purpose, the delivery of God’s
complete revelation. Any who wish for the return to the days of those gifts fail to
appreciate fully the greatness of the revealed word of God as set forth in the pages
of the Bible. In the Bible, the faith has been delivered completely, never to need
delivery again. Christians have all they need to help them be what God would
have them to be and need not fall. All truth has been set forth for any to see (Jude
3; 2 Peter 1:1-11; John 16:13).

Take a moment to listen today
Denis Waitley

The only thing missing is you!
Take a moment to listen today "

To what your children are trying to say; Meeting Days and Times
Listen today, whatever you do Sunday .........cccovvirnnees 9:00 am
Or they won’t be there to listen to you. Wednesday (via Zoom) ........................ Bible Class, singing & prayer - 6:00 pm

Listen to their problems, listen for their needs

Praise their smallest triumphs, praise their smartest deeds; Ch u rC h Of Ch riS t at A l iS al

Tolerate their chatter, amplify their laughter, .
Find out what’s the matter, find out what they’re after. 67 E ucaly p tus Drive

Salinas, California 93905-2728

But tell them that you love them, every single night
And though you scold them, be sure to hold them; Paul McCollum, p reacher

Tell them “Everything’s all right; tomorrow’s looking bright!” pulpitpaul@mzzolink. com
(831)424-9800 or 206-5568

And they will come back to listen to you. www.churcho fchris il




