Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

The Lord’s Day Message

“Arguments Against Gambling”

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!

Jordan will lead our Bible Class, Kerrywill lead singing, Paul
McCollum will deliver the Lesson. May God bless their efforts!
wr Lords D ~ Happy Lord’s Day ~

O P‘aﬂ..-

TAnd as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.
Luke 6:31

We are praying for you!
Paul and Judy McCollum - for a safe and restful cruise to Mexico.
Cindy Brown -for good health and a wonderful visit with her
Church of Christ - for strength to preach God’s Word to all souls.

Our next bulletin will be out on December 24. Paul and Judy will be on vacation

for the next two Sundays.

~God’s Blessings to Everyone!~

THINGS THAT DRAW US NEARER TOGETHER
Raymond Elliott

Several years ago as [ was leaving a place of business a friend engaged
me in a conversation regarding the difficulties that were facing our nation at that
time. He mentioned that during the depression years people were closer together
as friends and neighbors. He emphasized the need existing in the hearts of peo-
ple for one another. There seemed to have been a closeness prevailing among the
citizens of our nation during those trying years.

This brought to my mind a lesson relative to those things that tend to bring
people nearer together. First of all, it might be good to mention those things
that do not necessarily contribute to a closer relationship with others. Whenever
money, material and physical blessings exist in abundance people are apt to feel
self-sufficient, self-reliant and become very selfish. A person who has everything
feels no need of leaning on others for assistance. The tendency is not to be close
to neighbors, friends and even family at times. Even in a marriage relationship,
husbands and wives who both have professions may feel so independent that
there is no need for interdependence. Many are often prone to stay ahead of
neighbors regarding the obtaining of the material and physical. Such blessings
can become a curse if an individual feels no need of God and others.

Much to the surprise of many, it is during periods of trials, tribulations,
sorrows and adversities that we are drawn nearer to one another. Consider the
early years of marriage when the abundance of money was indeed a rare com-
modity. It may have been during those college years or while in the military but
the memories linger concerning those lean years. But, you would not trade those
years for anything. Why? It is because such difficulties brought you nearer to
one another as husband and wife. Think of the times when a baby was sick or a
mate was confined to bed for a lengthy period of time. It was then that the fam-
ily felt the need of one another. It is when a loved one dies that the family leans
heavily on one another for strength. Even during a national crisis like the de-
struction of the Trade Center Buildings, there was good to be found. There was
the tendency for people to feel the need of others for strength and comfort.

...continued on back page



...continued

The Lord has taught in the Holy Scriptures that members of the church
should feel the need of one another. Paul wrote in I Corinthians 12:26, “And
if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it...”” He also stated “that
there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the
same care for one another” (I Corinthians 12:25). The Hebrew writer spoke of
a time when Christians “endured a great struggle with sufferings” and others
“had compassion on them that were in bonds” (Hebrews 10:32-34). The Jeru-
salem church suffered persecution but such adversity caused the members to
be “of one heart and soul” (Acts 4:32). We are taught to “Bear one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). It is when the odds
are terribly against us that we should be strengthened and stand together.

Finally, the admonition is given in James 4:8, “Draw near to God and He
will draw near to you.” This involves all of a person’s relationship with God.
When we trust in God and obey Him He will surely be with us. He will never
fail us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).

Bible Quiz: 2 Timothy 2:8-19
Paul tells Timothy to remember that Jesus Christ, “the  of David,” was
raised from the dead.
“...for which I suffer trouble as an __, even to the point of __; but the word of
God is not chained.”
Paul said he endures all things for the sake of the .

“Forif we _ with Him, We shall also  with Him. [f we _, We shall also

with Him.”
Striving about words to no profit can lead to the  of the hearer.

“Be diligent to present yourself  to God,a  who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

Profane and idle _ should be shunned, because they will increase to more .
and __ were two false teachers whose error spread like cancer.

“Nevertheless the solid  of God stands, having this seal: ‘“The Lord knows
those who are His,” and, ‘Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart
from .7
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