Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

The Lord’s Day Message

“A Spiritual Checklist”

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!

Jordan will lead our Bible Class, Kerrywill lead singing, Paul
McCollum will deliver the Lesson. May God bless their efforts!
DY ~ Happy Lord’s Day ~

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14

We are praying for you!
The Barry family - for God’s comfort and help dealing with worldly people and trials.
Gollapalli Sunil Raju - for the work he is doing for the poor of Indiaand India Mis-

sion Work.
Church of Christ - for strength to preach God’s Word to all lost souls.

~God’s Blessings to Everyone!~

Challenge to Every Christian
T. Pierce Brown

For more than 40 years, | have been involved in correspondence Bible
school work. Most of the work I have seen being done was by the elderly women
of the church. The philosophy probably was something like this: Since the elder-
ly women have been relegated to the background and have not been given much
of anything to do in the church that is important, why not get them involved in
this kind of secondary work, whether it be local, national or worldwide?

If that is your philosophy, it is a tragic mistake and needs correction for
three reasons. First, this work is not secondary. It is one of the ways of carrying
out the primary task of the church. Second, elderly women can do many other
kinds of things of value to the church. Third, this sort of work should receive the
interest and participation of every segment of the church. Of course, retired men
and women may be able to do more in this area than those who are working at
two or three other jobs, but all should be encouraged to participate if possible.

Can you imagine the fantastic results that would be achieved in carrying
out the commission of our Lord if the young people of our congregations were
challenged with the wonder, joy and value of getting involved in mission work
through correspondence Bible school work in China, Africa, India, South Amer-
ica or anywhere in the world with the assistance and the encouragement of older
ones? There are many of them who may be tired of hayrides, hot dog roasts, out-
ings of one sort or another that do very little for their spiritual hunger (even if a
devotional is tacked on somewhere). They want to do something valuable for the
Lord and for the world. They could be challenged with this kind of project and
could learn much about the Bible, and be highly motivated to do other kinds of
mission work in the process. At the same time, they could be bridging the gener-
ation gap that sometimes causes problems in the church, especially if their par-
ents would participate with them or encourage them. When Caleb said, “...Give
me this mountain...” in Joshua 14:12 (NKJV), he was not interested in some
molehill. We have tried to challenge our young people too long with molehills,
but I believe many of them would respond to the challenge of the mountains.
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I took my first Correspondence Bible Course about 1945 while I was fly-
ing in B-17’s over Europe. It happened to be the same course taken by brother
Essein, the first convert of which we know in Africa. I have among my students
today some of his children, grandchildren or other relatives. I have been try-
ing to encourage fellow Christians to participate in Bible correspondence work
ever since. You do not have to use John Hurt’s, Monroe Hawley’s, World Bible
School’s or any particular series of lessons. If you have anything better, use it.
However, for heaven’s sake (and I mean that in a literal way), if you are not
involved in personal evangelism in a personal way, you could at least get in-
volved in impersonal evangelism — evangelism in a less direct way. I especially
urge you to try to harness the tremendous talent, ability and desire of our young
people in the effort to evangelize through correspondence courses.

Five Reasons You’re a Blessing to Others
Justin Guin

* You’re a Christian. When others see you, they see Christ. The fruit the Spirit
produces in your life blesses others. You are joyful when others need encour-
agement. Your patient endurance strengthens the faith of others.

* You have possession of the world’s greatest need. Paul wrote to the Corin-
thians describing the Gospel as a treasure in clay jars. We must share it with
others.

* You stand for righteousness in a world of unrighteousness. We need more
Christians with spiritual backbones. Courage is contagious. Your convictions
inspire others to stand for the faith (1 Corinthians 15:58).

* Your words are an oasis of comfort in a desert of discouragement. A Chris-
tian’s speech is to be gracious (Colossians 4:6). Your words have undoubtedly
extended grace to others, lifting them up when they were hurting or discour-
aged.

* You take the mantle of Christ seriously. Paul said, “Imitate me, just as |
also imitate Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1 NKJV). You seek to show the way to
Heaven by word and deed. There will be someone with God for an eternity
because of your influence.
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