
Announcement
Alisal Weekly

Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

Charles

We are praying for you!

Our Lord’s Day

Plan...

Fhe wisdom of Solomon...
The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the 

heaviness of his mother.
Proverbs 10:1

...continued on back page

And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Fa-
ther also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.

Mark 11:25

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!
Jordan will lead our Bible Class, Kerrywill lead singing, Paul 

McCollum will deliver the Lesson.  May God bless their efforts!
~ Happy Lord’s Day ~ 

Kerry and Rosemarie Johnson - for total reccovery from COVED they cought while 
on their cruise to Alaska.
Sunil Gollapalli - for continued good work spreading the gospel in India.
Jude Aton-for comfort to his famil. Service for Jude was held at the Hollister 
church yesterday..

~God’s Blessings to Everyone!~

The Lord’s Day Message

“Judgment Day Excuses”

Put on God’s armour

     “Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and his powerful strength. Put 
on God’s armour so that you can make a stand against the tricks of the devil. We 
aren’t fighting against human enemies but against rulers, authorities, forces of 
cosmic darkness, and spiritual powers of evil in the heavens.” (Ephesians 6:10-12 
CEB)
 Armour was used in many ages in the past as protection in battle. We may 
think of a suit of armour standing in some castle and great houses now on display. 
We no longer use the type of armour that knights used for centuries although sol-
diers today still have protective armour. The Romans also wore armour which is 
what Paul goes on to describe here.
	 We	need	to	be	wearing	armour	because	we	are	in	the	midst	of	a	conflict,	
a struggle. But it isn’t Roman armour or medieval armour that we need to put 
on	because	we	aren’t	fighting	people.	Instead	we	are	in	a	fight	against	“spiritual	
forces of evil” which means that the armour we wear has to be appropriate for a 
spiritual battle.
  “Therefore, pick up the full armour of God so that you can stand your 
ground on the evil day and after you have done everything possible to still stand. 
So stand with the belt of truth around your waist, justice as your breastplate, and 
put shoes on your feet so that you are ready to spread the good news of peace. 
Above all, carry the shield of faith so that you can extinguish the flaming arrows 
of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
God’s word.” (Ephesians 6:13-17)
	 Although	described	in	terms	of	what	a	Roman	soldier	would	wear,	we	
discover that our armour consists of what our lives should be producing as Chris-
tians.	Truth,	justice,	being	ready	to	spread	the	good	news,	our	faith	and	salvation,	
and God’s word. This is what prepares us to stand against the attacks that come 
from the devil.
 Notice the importance of our faith. Our faith is to be our shield against 
anything	the	devil	may	throw	at	us.	The	Roman	soldiers’	shield,	although	wood-
en	and	therefore	flammable,	would	be	covered	with	leather	to	stop	fire	spreading	
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 — Romans 8:28
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July	30,	2023when	a	flaming	arrow	would	lodge	in	it.	This	is	what	our	faith	does	for	us.	When	
we believe God and trust in Jesus there is nothing that the devil can throw at us 
that will penetrate our faith.
	 The	Roman	shield	was	also	designed	so	that	it	could	be	joined	with	the	
shields	of	other	soldiers.	This	gave	added	protection.	Isn’t	this	true	for	us	as	
Christians,	as	well?	When	we	join	together	with	other	Christians	we	can	even	
better withstand any attacks that are thrown at us.
	 Paul	wrote	that	we	have	to	have	the	“full	armour	of	God”.	It	isn’t	that	one	
part is going to protect us against the attacks of the devil. The Roman solider 
wanted	his	entire	armour,	otherwise	there	were	weaknesses	that	the	enemy	could	
exploit. The same goes for us. We need every part of God’s spiritual armour if we 
are going to survive spiritual warfare.
 Telling others the good news of Jesus is part of our armour in withstanding 
the devil. By telling others about Jesus it strengthens our faith as well as leads 
more	people	to	join	the	ranks	of	those	fighting	for	Jesus.	To	tell	others	about	
Jesus,	we	must	use	the	one	offensive	weapon	that	is	listed:	God’s	word.	It	is	when	
we are actively telling others about the peace that Jesus brings that the devil is 
weakened.
	 And	don’t	forget	to	pray!	It	isn’t	a	coincidence	that	in	the	midst	of	talking	
about our spiritual armour Paul also wrote about the necessity of prayer.
    “Offer prayers and petitions in the Spirit all the time. Stay alert by hang-
ing in there and praying for all believers.” (Ephesians 6:18)

It	is	through	prayer	that	we	are	able	to	stay	alert	and	at	our	post	for	Jesus.

reedom makes a huge requirement of every human be-
ing. With freedom comes responsibility. For the person 
who	is	unwilling	to	grow	up,	the	person	who	does	not	

want	to	carry	his	own	weight,	this	is	
a frightening prospect.” 
— Eleanor Roosevelt


