Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

The Lord’s Day Message

“Effective Prayer”

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!

Jordan Johnson will lead our Bible Class and Kerry Johnson
will lead us in Song, Paul McCollum will deliver the Lesson.
ysD May God bless their efforts!

ow ~ Happy Lord’s Day ~

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. the spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.
Matthew 26:41

We are praying for you!
Charles Barry - for his continued physical and mental strength.
Kerry and Rosemarie Johnson - for a safe trip to Alaska as well as very enjoyable.

Sweeti Parichha-for a blessed life and success in her future.
~God’s Blessings to Everyone!~

. . ‘

t is Growing in Your Garden?
Logan Summers

Change takes time. Peter’s life displays a man who developed spiritually
over years with ups and downs. Yet time was not the only factor in Peter’s devel-
opment. Left to time without proper care and nourishment, stagnation comes, and
life that once was present will die out. Peter grew because his lifetime was spent
cultivating his relationship with God. Foundational to that goal is seeking to un-
derstand who God has revealed Himself to be through His word. Peter affirms his
belief in the importance of knowing God through scripture in places like Mat-
thew 16:16; Acts 2:14-36, 3:13-26, and 10:43. In fact, his final recorded charge is
about the connection between knowing Jesus and knowing Scripture. “But grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18).

Jesus taught the importance of the word of God in the parable of the sower
(Luke 8:4-15). The best gardens begin with good soil. But without something to
plant, it is just some nice dirt. The seed is where life begins. In Jesus’ parable, the
soil is the heart of a person (Luke 8:15). The seed—that which gives life—is the
word of God (Luke 8:11). Three of the four soil types—pathway, rocky, weedy—
all represented different reasons to end up with the same end: no final crop. The
seed never produced and the plants eventually died. Yet, the word of God planted
in a good heart can yield “a hundredfold.” Any farmer would love a soil like that!
That is the kind of soil that you KEEP putting seed into. Planting God’s word is
never a one-and-done concept in our lives.

It is God’s word, constantly planted within us, that makes proper change
possible. The Psalmist’s blessing to the one who delights in the law of the Lord is
a lasting, fruitful life (Psalm 1). James’ command to receive the implanted word
has the effect of salvation (James 1:21). We learn to love from a pure heart be-
cause we have been born of imperishable seed (1 Peter 1:22-23)!

Change takes time. But it is only through a constant planting of God’s
word in our lives that will produce healthy change. Change that is able to “dis-
cern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable, and perfect” (Romans
12:2).
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Is the word of God growing in your life and mine? Or are there some
other seeds that have been sown that are unnecessarily taking the place of His
word? What is growing in your garden?

Rather Obvious
Barry Haynes

“Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity,
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, dis-
putes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like
these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who
practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:19-21).

When I read this passage, I often skip to the list. The behaviors that are
‘no-go’s” for the person wanting to be part of the Kingdom. However, it recent-
ly clicked to me that the passage starts with a rather important point. These be-
haviors are obviously wrong. The word translated either as “evident” or “mani-
fest” originates in the term for shining. It’s akin to the modern phrase “there is a
flashing red light” saying NO, BAD, DO NOT DO!

Yet, how many of these behaviors are debated and justified? We try to
make some form of them acceptable. We clean up the verbiage, try to reduce
them to socially acceptable levels and make them culturally correct.

But they are not and it should be obvious. Years ago, I read some ex-

cellent advice; “We try and talk ourselves into bad decisions and out of good

ones.” When it comes to sinful acts, we try to talk ourselves into what should be

glaringly obviously wrong.
Don’t.

“It’s what you learn after you know it all that counts.” —
John Wooden

July 9, 2023

God’s creation on Display!

Meeting Days and Times
Sunday .......ccocoeereuennnne 9:00 am

Wednesday (via Zoom) ........................ Bible Class, singing & prayer - 6:00 pm
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