A Part or Apart?
T. Pierce Brown

Do you want to be a part of the Lord’s church or apart from it? There seems

Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal
to be an increasing number of those connected with it in some fashion who would

The Lord’s Day Message like to have all the blessings connected with being a part of the church, yet who by
T their language and actions indicate that they would rather be apart from it.

) It is one thing to call attention to the shortcomings and failures of those who
«y o » W are or claim to be members of the Lord’s church, and it is another thing to ridicule
Listen to the Cross Ry the Lord’s church. If one determines what is the Lord’s church or even determines
who is a Christian simply in terms of how well it or he functions in all respects,
there is no church or Christian on earth today, and in fact, there never was.

Welcome Brothers and Sisters! I have been in a class where the teacher pointed out what the Lord’s church

was doing in Jerusalem. For example, Acts 2:46-47 reads, “So continuing daily
Jordan will lead our Bible Class, Kerrywill lead singing, Paul With one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate

. . . their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor
McCollum will deliver the Message° May God bless their ef- with all the people...” (NKJV). The teacher made the point that they taught daily

Lm,d’s Dy forts! from house to house and did various other things that we apparently were not do-

owr plan- ~ Happy Lord’s Day ~ ing. His conclusion was that this thing of which we are members is not the Lord’s
church. He could have just as easily pointed to verses 44-45 where we find, “Now

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by all Who believed were togf:ther, and had all things in common, and so’l,d their pos-

whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world sessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need” or dqzens

Galatians 6-14 of other verses. Must we have all things in common and sell all our possessions to

be the Lord’s church? I raised then and now the question, “Did the church of God
at Corinth cease to be the church of God because it was not functioning perfectly?

We are praying for you!

Stan Semmel - for relief and help from his Parkibson’s disease. Does one cease to be a Christian every time he or she fails to act as a Christian
Gwen Yee - for healing and less pain in her knees. should?” The answer should be apparent to anyone who thinks and knows any-
Sweeti Parichha - for better health and her work in the Lords church. thing about the Bible. Each of us needs to know the difference between sin and
Don Blackwell - for strenfth and endurance in his service to the Lord. apostasy or between breaking a law and rebellion against the government. If a
Church of Christ - for strength to preach God’s Word to all souls. lawn mower ceased to be a lawn mower just because the blade needed sharpening,

we would have more than a semantic problem [understanding language and the
meaning of words].

Part of the thrust of this article is to suggest that those who want to be a part

~God’s B leSSings to Every onel~ of the Lord’s church should do at least two things: First, learn what the Lord’s
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church 1s 1n its most basic sense. Second, learn how to criticize our failures,
shortcomings and sins without denying the nature or the value of the Lord’s
church. If you do not want to be a part of it, then declare yourself apart from
the church for which our Lord died to establish, instead of trying to destroy

it from within. If you do want to be a part of the New Testament church, you
must believe on Jesus as the Son of God, who possesses all authority in Heaven
and on the Earth. You must be willing to submit to that authority in all things.
You must demonstrate that willingness by repenting of every sin and being
baptized into Christ for the remission of your sins. Then, you should continue
to do everything Christ wants Christians to do. However, the fact that you will
fail to do that from time to time does not mean that you have ceased to be a
member of His body, the church. It simply means that you are not functioning
properly, and if you do not care enough to try to change, you will be lost.

Keep Moving Forward
Edd Sterchi

The nation of Israel had escaped slavery from Egypt. But now they
found themselves being pursued by their former captors. At the shore of the
Red Sea they felt that they were trapped. Many of them thought about going
back to Egypt into slavery. Others were bemoaning their current dilemma.
The LORD then said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of
Israel to go forward” (Exodus 14:15). Other Bible versions have God saying
for them to “move on.” God has always wanted His people to trust in Him and
keep moving forward.

This got me to thinking about God’s people today. Many seem to have
the same mindset as the Israelites. Some desire to go back to their life they
had before Christ (of living in the bondage of sin). Others do not look to the
future with hope and bewail their current problems. But we need to be people
who trust in God and keep moving forward. Don’t look back—keep moving
forward in faith, trust, hope, service, spiritual growth, love, forgiveness.

“Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress
may be evident to all” (1 Timothy 4:15).
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