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Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

Charles

We are praying for you!

Our Lord’s Day

Plan...

Fhe wisdom of Solomon...
The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the 

heaviness of his mother.
Proverbs 10:1

...continued on back page

Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine 
own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied 

unto men, but unto God.
Acts 5:4

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!
Jordan Johnson will lead our Bible Class and Kerry Johnson 
will lead us in Song, Paul McCollum will present the Lesson.  

May God bless their efforts!
~ Happy Lord’s Day ~ 

Paul and Judy McCollum - for safe travels over the next few weeks and good health.
Cindy and George Brown - for peace and comfort because of George’s serious health 
issues.
The Billions of Lost Souls - for fchistians to share the Word and their hearts to be 
opened to the gospel call.
The Lord’s Church - for sharing the Word and being a living example.

God’s Blessings to Everyone!~

~There will be no Bulletin for the nest few feeks~

The Lord’s Day Message

“Anything is Wrong 
That is Almost Right”

RELIGIOUS UNITY
Raymond Elliott

 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me 
through their word; “that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in 
You; that they also may be in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me” 
(NKJV, John 17:20, 21).  In the Lord’s Prayer there are several things that are 
quite evident: 1. Jesus’ concern for His apostles. 2. Not only for His apostles but 
for all who would believe in Him.  3. That this belief would come through the 
apostles’ doctrine.  4. That there would and could be unity among all such believ-
ers.  5. This unity would have a tremendous impact on the unbelieving world.
	 One	of	the	most	difficult	things	for	modern	man	to	accept	and	understand	
is that God intended for all believers to be united in religious matters.  If this is 
not the case then our Lord prayed a deceptive prayer, knowing all the time that 
he was praying for something that was not possible.  But our Lord knew that 
men could be united if we followed the apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42).  Unity of 
teaching cannot help but to produce unity of believers.  There cannot be unity in 
diversity of doctrine and beliefs.  Each separate and distinct religious organiza-
tion exists today because of a distinctive and different doctrine.  This is in direct 
contradiction to the Lord’s sentiments expressed in His prayer to the Father.  We 
can also know the mind of God and the desire of the Holy Spirit in this matter 
through the inspired scriptures.  
 God hates “he that sows discord among brethren” (Proverbs 6:16-19).  The 
apostle Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit wrote in I Corinthians 1:10: “Now I plead 
with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”  Paul instructed ear-
ly Christians in this manner: “Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause di-
visions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them” 
(Romans 16:17).  We know that “God is not the author of confusion but of peace, 
as in all the churches of the saints” (I Corinthians 14:33).  We must conclude 
therefore that religious division exists today, not because of God’s desire:  rather, 
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it is man’s unwillingness to be guided by the sole authority in religious matters 
and as found in the Holy Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).  It seems odd that we 
accept the fact that the government has written a book for the Postal Service to 
use in the setting of prices regarding the sending of mail and packages, but, we 
reject	the	thought	that	God,	in	His	infinite	wisdom,	has	given	us	a	divine	book	
which can unite believers in his Son Jesus Christ.
 Our Heavenly Father has not left us without direction in this matter of reli-
gious	unity.		The	Holy	Spirit	had	the	apostle	Paul	make	a	plea	to	the	first	century	
Christians to “Give diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Ephesians 4:3).  It should be the desire of every believer to contribute to unity 
and not disunity in religious affairs.  This unity is possible if we subscribe to the 
Spirit’s platform as follows:  “There is one body

Fremont Peak east of 
Salinas, Califormia

You Can’t Push a Chain
Barry Haynes

 A chain is a handy device. You use it to pull a car out of the ditch. You can 
hoist a heavy item. You can use one to anchor a boat or secure a gate.
 But can’t push with a chain. It will pull or hold but try to push and it’s 
pretty much useless.
 People are a lot like a chain. When linked together they can be powerful, 
if you pull them and don’t try to push. You start pushing them and the links go 
every which way.
 Too many times we try to lead folks by just pushing them. We’re in the 
back trying to get things moving and it rarely works well. All that shouting and 
cajoling and needling might move things an inch or two, but the bang for the 
buck is underwhelming.
 If we stand at the front and start pulling, however, things change. Things 
snap	into	place.	The	effort	is	multiplied.	The	strength	of	the	whole	is	unified.
 In any role—parent, teacher, mentor, boss—that we want to help lead oth-
ers, we would be a lot better off if we try pulling instead of pushing.


