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Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

Charles

We are praying for you!

........................................................

Our Lord’s Day

Plan...

Fhe wisdom of Solomon...
The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the 

heaviness of his mother.
Proverbs 10:1

...continued on back page

... And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
Acts 11:26

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!
Jordan Johnson will lead our Bible Class and Kerry Johnson 
will lead us in Song, Paul McCollum will present the Lesson.  

may God bless their efforts!
~ Happy Lord’s Day ~ 

Sweeti Parichha - for healing from her fever, cold and cough.
Charles Barry - for healing from his illness he came down with last week.
Kerry Johnson - for good health and God’s blessings as he and his family labor for 
the church.
Raymond Elliott - for recovery from the heart issue he suffered this past week.
The Lord’s Church - for sharing the Word and being a living example.

God’s Blessings to Everyone!

Sermon for the Lord’s Day

“Christ and His People”    

We Must Not Allow Our Familyand Friends to Adversely Affect
Our Faith in God and in His Word!

Raymond Elliott
 Our faith is foundational in order to have fellowship with our Heavenly Father. In He-
brews 11:6, we read, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (NKJV). 
This is also true regarding the Son of God. Jesus said to the scribes and unbelieving Pharisees, 
“Therefore I said you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in 
your sins” (John 8:24). The apostle John wrote in his Gospel record 20:30-31, “And truly Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
you may have life in His name.”
 A sincere and unswerving faith will cause our hearts to love God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In answering a question from a certain lawyer, Jesus replied, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). What 
is true about loving the Father can also be said about His Son because they are one. In John 
10:30, our Lord said, “I and My Father are one.” Jesus later said to His disciples, “As the Father 
has loved me, I also have loved you” (John 15:9) and “This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12). He also said, “If you love Me, keep My com-
mandments” (John 14:15) and “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who 
loves Me…” (John 14:21). We manifest our love for God by being in submission to His will for 
our lives.
 There are several requirements of the Lord that are very difficult to obey because they 
involve our loved ones who are members of our immediate family. Jesus said:
 Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a 
sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s enemies will be those of his own house-
hold. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son 
or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow 
after Me is not worthy of Me. (Matthew 10:34-38)
 There are many lessons in this passage, but the primary one is that we are to love God 
more than others, including members of our families. To speak of this declaration is one thing 
and to practice it is truly a test of our faith in His Word and our love for God!
 One of the hardest things in life that face Christian parents is when a son or daughter 
leaves where they have been worshiping in congregations of Christ, where brethren have en-
deavored to follow the Word of God regarding faithfulness in what is taught and practiced, and 
then, for the son or daughter to join another congregation that teaches doctrines and practices 
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that are not according to God’s Word. We have seen this take place many times, and such 
actions break the hearts of the parents. Yet, as parents, our course in life should not be deter-
mined by what our adult children may do but by what the Lord requires of us to do in such 
matters. Our love for God must come first in our lives –  no matter how difficult it might be.
 One of God’s richest blessings is to have Christian friends. In Proverbs 27:17, we 
read, “As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.” Benson, in 
his Commentary on this verse writes, “Iron tools are made sharp, and fit for use, by rubbing 
them against the file, or some other iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend 
— Quickens his ingenuity, enlivens his affections, strengthens his judgment, excites him to 
virtuous and useful actions, and makes him, in all respects, a better man.” So, as Christian 
friends, we are to “…consider one another in order to stir up love and good works” (Hebrews 
10:24). However, what if a Christian friend is led astray by the influence of someone or by 
reading articles that teach false doctrines? Then, this friend endeavors to influence us to follow 
him where he joined another congregation that is in error on some biblical teaching. At that 
point, a decision has to be made. As Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:14, “That we should no longer 
be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery 
of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting [schemes, ESV].” It is tragic that some 
members, especially young people, will affiliate themselves with a congregation because of 
the influence of Christian friends without considering what is being taught by the leaders of 
that church. As children of God, we must always place the Lord first in our lives, rather than 
our family members and friends. We must endeavor to be faithful in what is scriptural and 
right. Let us pray to God that He will grant us strength to do what is right in this matter. 

If I Had…
Cliff Holmes

A penny for every time I said, “I can’t”
A nickel for each time I said, “It won’t work”

A dime for all the times I said, “It can’t be done”
A quarter for each time I said, “That’s impossible”

Over the 80+ years of my life, I would have amassed a fortune.
However, since no one is going to make me rich that way,
I would be miserable, penniless and frustrated because…

“It won’t work” begs the question, “Did you try?”
“It can’t be done” says, “How do you know?”

“Impossible” says, “Is it?”
Then, there is, “I can’t,”

But of course, “I can’t” never did do anything anyway!


