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Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

Charles

We are praying for you!

........................................................

Our Lord’s Day

Plan...

Fhe wisdom of Solomon...
The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the 

heaviness of his mother.
Proverbs 10:1

...continued on back page

Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.
1 Corinthians 4:2

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!
Charles Barry will lead our Bible Class and Kerry Johnson 

will lead us in Song, Paul McCollum will present the Lesson.  
may God bless their efforts!

~ Happy Lord’s Day ~

Charmin and Annette Barry - for a safe return from Virginia and a good week.
Rosemarie Johnson- for healing from her back and Siatic nerve problems and other 
health issues.
Charles Barry - for good health and God’s blessings as he labors for the church.

The Lord’s Church - for sharing the Word and being a living example.

God’s Blessings to Everyone!

Sermon for the Lord’s Day

“The Eternal Security of 
Believers” (Part 3)   

Service That Makes a Difference
Bruce Ligon

 The Old Testament records a revealing statement in 2 Chronicles 17:16. 
It reads, “…Amasiah the son of Zichri, who willingly offered himself to the 
Lord…” (NKJV). The book of 2 Chronicles is one of the least studied books 
in the Bible. This biblical declaration is one that is easy to miss when reading 
through the chapter. Yet, it brings to mind some practical applications that will 
benefit us as we strive to give our best efforts in the Lord’s service.
 “Amasiah, the son of Zichri.” The text does not merely say that there 
was a man who “willingly offered himself to the Lord,” but we know his name. 
More importantly, the Lord knew his name. It is also true that the Lord knows our 
individual service to Him. Furthermore, the Lord expects us to be active in His 
service. The apostle Paul exhorted, “And let us not grow weary while doing good, 
for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of 
faith” (Galatians 6:9-10).
 “Willingly.” This describes the service Amasiah rendered to the Lord. He 
did not have to be begged, but he readily offered himself. Willing service, rather 
than service that is rendered reluctantly, pleases the Lord. The Lord’s message 
to Solomon emphasizes this point. “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God 
of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for 
the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts…” (1 
Chronicles 28:9). Charles Spurgeon commented, “Service willingly rendered has 
a fragrance and a bloom about it that make it most delightful and acceptable.”
 “Offered Himself.” Amasiah neither offered a material possession, nor did 
he hire someone to work. Instead, Amasiah devoted his own or personal efforts. 
This attitude is found in Romans 12:1, as Paul urged Christians, “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”
 “To the Lord.” Amasiah’s service was directed toward the Lord. While 
many others engaged in the same work as Amasiah, his purpose was to please the 
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Lord. This was the driving force of his efforts. The same is to be true of us as 
well. We learn from Romans 12:11, “Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord.” Viewing our service as being to the Lord provides us with the 
proper perspective. “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not 
to men” (Colossians 3:23).
 Second Chronicles 17:16 depicts the attitude, followed by corresponding 
activity, which ought to characterize every Christian today. Irrespective of in 
which religious dispensation children of God lived or live – Patriarchy, Judaism 
or Christianity – willingly offering oneself to God is commendable. We, today, 
need to adopt the disposition the Macedonians of 2 Corinthians 8:5 where “they 
first gave themselves to the Lord.”

Works Cited
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Beware of Being Overly Religious
Thomas Baxley

 A man had two sons. He told the first to work in the vineyard, and the 
son said he would, but never did. The father told the second son to go work in 
the vineyard and the son said no, but later he repented and went to work. Which 
did the will of his father? Jesus explained this parable (Matthew 21:28-32) by 
telling the chief priests and the elders of the Jews that tax-gatherers and harlots 
would enter into Heaven before they would. John came to the people in righ-
teousness, and the sinners heard John and repented, but the religious leaders 
refused to take heed, even after seeing the sinners repent. The warning stands 
today, 2000 years later. Don’t count on your own piety and righteousness to 
save you. Be humble, be teachable, and trust in Jesus and His power to save 
(Mark 16:15-16; Romans 1:16).


