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Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

Charles

We are praying for you!

........................................................

Our Lord’s Day

Plan...

Fhe wisdom of Solomon...
The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the 

heaviness of his mother.
Proverbs 10:1

...continued on back page

O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he 
is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand...

Psalm 95:6-7

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!
Charles Barry will lead our Bible Class and Charles Barry will 
lead us in Song, Paul McCollum will present the Lesson.  may 

God bless their efforts!
~ Happy Lord’s Day ~

Kerry & Rosemarie Johnson - for a safe trip and visit to Fresno and back home.
Jordan Johnson - for a safe break from our area on this holiday weekend.
Rob Redden - for God’s blessings for his work at Grover Beach, California.
Cindy & George Brown - for God’s grace and comfort at this time of George’s illness.
The Lord’s Church - for sharing the Word and being a living example.

God’s Blessings to Everyone!

Sermon for the Lord’s Day

Jubilee (Part 2) 

David, Bathsheba and You
T. Pierce Brown

 There are few stories in the Bible more poignant and heartbreaking than the story of 
David, ‘a man after God’s own heart’ (Acts 13:22) whose sordid affair with Bathsheba still shocks 
and moves me even after having read it for 60 years. One reason it may be so touching to many 
of us is that we may be saying, “There but for the grace of God go I.” There may even be those 
who say, “There in spite of the grace of God went I.” In any case, it may be helpful to examine the 
story and to see some of the circumstances that may have led to this sad debacle in David’s life. 
These principles need to be taught to our young people from the earliest age.
 First, a contributing factor in his fall may have been the prosperity and indolence to 
which he had come. There are some expressions in 2 Samuel 11:1-2 that suggest it. “When kings 
go forth.” “David sent Joab.” “David remained in Jerusalem.” “One evening…David arose from 
his bed.” The usual place for David was leading his army, but this time he apparently had been ly-
ing in his bed while someone else was fighting his battles. I do not remember whether it was Ben 
Franklin who said, “An idle mind is the devil’s workshop,” but he did say, “Troubles spring from 
idleness, and grievous toils from needless ease.”
 David had said in Psalm 55:17, “Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and cry 
aloud, And He shall hear my voice” (NKJV). Here, though, he was not praying and crying aloud 
to God. There is little doubt that a person who feels, like Jesus, “I must be about my Father’s busi-
ness” (Luke 2:49) will not so easily be led into sin.
 In the second place, he chose to look in the wrong direction. He may have been on the 
roof at one time looking up and thinking, “The heavens declare the glory of God; And the fir-
mament shows His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1), but this time, he was looking down and thinking 
something differently. Many have been deceived in thinking that it does not really matter which 
way they look or at what they look. There are many Christian parents who allow themselves and 
their children to look at filthy programs in the assumption that it does not really matter. It does!
 Although David did not necessarily sin by looking, it led to sin. As in the case of Eve, 
God had not said, “Do not look at the fruit,” but it is relatively certain that if she had not seen 
that “the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes” (Genesis 3:6) and dwelt on that 
fact, she would not have been so likely to have taken it. It was after Lot looked toward Sodom 
and saw the well-watered plains that he cast his tent in that direction. It was after his wife looked 
back that she became a pillar of salt. It is certain that a man may look at a pretty woman with 
appreciation without lusting after her, but it is equally certain that a man who continues to look 
at a pretty woman in a condition similar to that in which Bathsheba was seen will be more likely 
to lust after her.
 I can visualize David looking at her and thinking something like this, “She is beautiful, 
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God’s creation on Display!

and no doubt with her husband out fighting battles for me, is lonely and in need of comfort. I 
will try to let her know that I am concerned about her welfare and that of her family.” It is my 
opinion that most good men, especially preachers who have fallen into those kinds of sins, did 
not do so with the thought at the beginning, “I believe I will commit adultery with her.” They 
probably started with, “Here is a nice person who needs comfort, consolation, help, advice or 
encouragement. I will try to give it to her.”
 Until a person comes to the place where he is fully conscious that he is responsible for 
his own actions, not only will he be more liable to fall into sin, but he will also find it difficult 
if not impossible to repent. It is impossible for one to repent of a sin of which only some other 
person is guilty. If I think that God made me that way or the devil made me do it or if there is 
any other one I blame, I am in mortal danger. This is not to deny that there are mitigating cir-
cumstances and contributing factors, but none of them relieve us of our own responsibility.
 Playing with sin, dallying with the idea, following the example of Balaam who knew 
what God wanted, but who said, in effect, “I need to check it out again,” will always lead one 
into danger. Joseph is a good example of how one should respond. He even left his coat and fled. 
Paul may have had that in mind when he told Timothy, “Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 
2:22).
 Habit or persistence in any sin diminishes our sense of the evil of it. Pope was right 
when he said, “Vice is a monster of so frightful mien, as to be hated needs but to be seen; yet 
seen too oft, familiar with her face, we first endure, then pity, then embrace.” We do not know 
that David persisted in his adulterous activity with Bathsheba, but he persisted in sin to cover 
it. No doubt he could rationalize each one. I can almost hear him saying, “I did wrong, but it 
would hurt my influence for good if I made open confession of it, so I will try to get Uzzah to 
come home. It is not merely to protect me, but to protect her or God’s cause.” Then when Uzzah 
would not go to her, I can imagine David reasoning, “It is the lesser of two evils if I just allow 
(note “allow”) him to get drunk and then go home.” Even when it all failed and he had Joab put 
him in the front of the battle and withdraw support from him, it is easy to reason, “The sword 
devours one as well as another. An army cannot always give support to every individual who 
gets in trouble in battle.”
 A man whose life is dedicated to evil may not even recognize a sin, but a man who nor-
mally upholds righteousness usually begins by recognizing sin but making excuses for it. Have 
you ever offered excuses for eating too much (being a glutton), passing a car when the yellow 
line was in your lane or any other things you knew to be wrong?
 Usually there is a deliberate refusal to examine ourselves too carefully. We have two sets 
of names for vices, one for ourselves that excuse or mitigate them and another for others that 
shows their true nature. Even when we recognize it is bad, it is merely a mote in our eye but a 
beam in our brother’s, as we see it, not the other way as Jesus put it. You are stingy; I am thrifty. 
You are stubborn; I am tenacious or persistent.


