Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

Sermon for the Lord’s Day
“Lessons From Daniel” #two
Welcome Brothers and Sisters!
Charles Barry will lead our Bible Class and Kerry Johnson
will lead us in Song, Paul is with us to present the Lesson. may
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~ Happy Lord’s Day ~
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
John 17:17
We are praying for you!

Gollapalli Sunil Raju - for the work he is doing to spread God’s Word and help
the poor.
Rosemarie Johnson - for healing of her back and extreme nerve pain.
George and Cindy Brown- for a positive outcome for George’s Colon Cancer.
Luke Holzwart - for speedy painless healing from his dental surgery (3 baby
teeth).
Elva from Sata Cruz - that she hears and believes the Word and obeys the Word.
The Alisal Congregation - for all of us living more faithfully.
We pray for all people to seek God and obey his commandments.

THANKSGIVING
Raymond Elliott
It was the Psalmist who declared, “What shall I render unto Jehovah for all
his benefits toward me? I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of
Jehovah…I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name
of Jehovah” (Psalm 116:12, 13, 17). It was said that the Lord sent two angels to
earth to gather the petitions and thanksgivings made by his followers. Both angels
returned to heaven in distress. The angel bearing the petitions was truly weighted
down with his burden. The other angel bringing the prayers of thanksgivings was
nearly empty handed. The lesson is obvious and clear. Most of God’s children are
more apt to make requests, petitions and supplications rather than the giving of
thanks. This is often the case in private and public prayers. We need to listen to our
prayers and note that this is true. Our brothers who lead the public prayers during
our assemblies should express gratitude to God for all the blessings we have in Jesus
(Ephesians 1:3) on behalf of the congregation. It is sad to observe that this is not
done very much. It is so needful that we all express our gratitude to our gracious
heavenly Father for all of life’s blessings that flow so freely from His bountiful hand
of grace (James 1:17).
Here are some ways by which we all can be more positive in rendering
thanksgiving unto God. We need to enumerate daily our blessings of life rather
than dwell on the injuries, disappointments, trials and sorrows that we have experienced. When we think in this manner we chase away the negative thoughts from
our minds. Express in your private prayers the gratitude in your heart for your
family, friends, food, shelter, raiment, opportunities, freedom and a thousand other things that God has given you. Your daily life should be in the likeness of Jesus
Christ. Such will indicate your thankfulness for His death for you. Your countenance of happiness and your trusting manner of life will show others that you are
thankful to God for His unmerited favor. Our songs in worship should be filled
with praise and adoration to God and the Lamb. Sadly to say, most of our songs are
focused on heaven and of exhorting one another. This is not to say that such should
not be sung but to leave songs of praise to God out of our singing is not right. It
would be good if our song leaders began our worship assemblies with songs of
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praise to God. Our public prayers should burst forth with such expressions as we
assemble to render our homage and devotion to God with awe and godly fear. We
should carefully read the book of Psalm and notice how much space is devoted
to the praise of the Lord God even when the writer was experiencing trials and
tribulations in his life. His life was filled with thanksgiving and so should ours.
David wrote in Psalm 95:2, “Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving…:
Again he stated in Psalm 100:4, “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving…” and in
Psalm 69:30, “I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him
with thanksgiving.”
THANKFUL HEART
I lift my heart to Thee, O God,
In gratitude and praise
For all Thy blessings of the past,
And those of future days –
For well I know if I shall live,
Thy blessings still shall flow
Across my soul in greater joy
Than I could ever know.
I thank Thee for my faithful friends,
For sunshine and the rain,
And every blessing hid or seen,
Though some may come through pain.
O God, accept my thanks to Thee
Each time I come to pray,
And grant each day that I shall live
Will be Thanksgiving Day.
- F. W. Dav
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