Our Christian Example
By Mike Riley

Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal
Sermon for the Lord’s Day
““As Deadly As Venom””
Jordan

Welcome Brothers and Sisters!
We are blessed to have Jordan Johnson with us to present the
Lesson. Charles Barry to lead our Bible Class and Kerry Johnson to lead us in Song... may God bless their efforts!
~ Happy Lord’s Day ~
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour:
1 Peter 5:8
We are praying for you!
Charmin Barry - for God’s blessing on her love and faithfulnesss to Hqim and her
family.
Norma Decker - for good health and joy in the Lord.
Rose marie Johnson - foer improved health and strong mental fortutude.
Charles Barry - for relief and healing from his neck, back and hand pain.
Paul McCollum - for healing from eye surgery #2 and for better eyesight.
We pray for all people to seek God and obey his commandments.

The story is told of a Christian high school senior who was honored as
one of the best and brightest in his community because he provided a forceful
demonstration of integrity.
When his school team was given the word “auditorium” in a regional
spelling bee, he glanced down to ponder his response and noticed that the word
was printed on the microphone stand. He called this to the attention of the judges who responded with a more difficult word. The young man did what he knew
was right whether others noticed or not.
We don’t know when our actions may become an example to others —
we’re always on display. But if we live each day to honor Jesus, our behavior will
model His righteous life (Gal. 2:20; 1 John 2:5-6), no matter who is watching.
Uprightness and honor should be goals for Christians of every age. Paul
told Timothy:
“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in
conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12 NKJV).
As Christians, one of our goals in life should be to change the world
around us for good while never compromising ourself — one person at a time
(Acts 10:38 NKJV; cf. 2 Timothy 2:1-2 NKJV; 1 Timothy 4:16 NKJV).
O to be like Thee! blessed Redeemer,
This is my constant longing and prayer;
Gladly I’ll forfeit all of earth’s treasures,
Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.
O to be like Thee! O to be like Thee,
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art;
Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness;
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart. —
W.J. Kirkpatrick

Matthew 7:1-5
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“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be
judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. And why do
you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own
eye? Or how can you say to your brother, “Let me remove the speck from your eye”;
and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
God will often see to it that we are treated the same way we treat others.
Jacob was a talented young man with great ability, but he had a serious fault:
As a young man, he would lie, connive, and scheme to get his own way, without a
thought for other people’s feelings. He deceived his father Isaac into blessing him,
instead of his brother Esau, with the birthright, an incident that split the family
and caused much suffering and ill will, as Genesis 27 records.
God, of course, fully intended Jacob to have the birthright and could have
worked it out in a way in which nobody got hurt. But this was not the first time
that Jacob had used shrewdness to get his own way. Earlier, when Esau was about
to collapse from lack of nourishment, Jacob gave Esau bread, a stew of lentils, and
a drink in exchange for his birthright. Jacob had a secret sin and needed to be
taught a lesson. He could not look at himself and see that he had this sin. He probably looked at himself as many today in business look at themselves; he probably
thought he was being clever and wise.
During the next few years, Jacob reaped what he had sowed. His employer and future father-in-law, Laban, tricked him out of his wages and the wife for
whom he had labored seven years. In addition, toward the end of his life, Jacob
was also deceived by the use of a dead goat, just as he had deceived his father Isaac.
Jacob’s sons dipped Joseph’s coat of many colors in the blood of a goat to convince
their father that his favorite son, whom they had sold, was dead. Jacob spent many
years in grief, deceived as he had deceived others.
— Martin G. Collins
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