Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

Sermon for the Lord’s Day

“The Church at Philadelphia” (2)

Worship today will be via Zoom @ 9:00am
Write and let us know if you
would like an invitation.

s DOY Bible Class -Jordan
owr Lo¥ d Hymn- Kerry
platt Opening Prayer Paul
Hymn- Kerry

Lord’s Supper -Kerry
Morning Lesson -Paul
Hymn - Kerry
Closing Prayer - Jordan

I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it:
for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
Revelation 3:8

We are praying for you!

Kerry & Rosemarie Johnson - for relief from a leftover chronic cough due to
COVIDI19.

Charles Barry - for less back and leg pain.

Rob Redden - for his work for the Lord and those he serves at Grover Beach, CA.

We pray for all people to seek God and obey his commandments.

What Is Heaven to the Christian?
David Myers

The destiny and reward of the saved is a blessing about which John wrote in
Revelation 21 and 22. Heaven is a place where the children of God will dwell with
the Godhead. They will share in Their glory, and the blessing that was lost in Eden
will be restored. What is Heaven to the saved?

Heaven is a place of divine association. “And I heard a loud voice from Heav-
en saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them
and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God™
(Revelation 21:3).

Heaven is a place of peace and comfort. “And God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes, there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be
no more pain, for the former things have passed away” (Revelation 21:4; see He-
brews 13:14; 11:16).

Heaven is a place of beauty beyond compare. John gave an amazing descrip-
tion of Heaven in Revelation 21:9-21 by describing all kinds of precious stones and
jewels with the names of the apostles on 216-foot-high walls surrounding the city.
The city is 1,500 miles in length, width and height. There are twelve beautiful gates,
each made from a single pearl. The streets are transparent gold.

Heaven is a place lighted by the glory of God. “But I saw no temple in it, for
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city had no need of the
sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is
its light” (Revelation 21:22-23).

Heaven is a place of restoration. When the saved get to Heaven, they will
realize for themselves what Adam and Eve lost in Eden because of sin, and they will
be restored to the redeemed by the Lamb of God. They will reign with the Godhead
forever and ever (Revelation 22:1-5).

Every earthly sacrifice you have ever done for the cause of Christ will be
worth it in the end (2 Corinthians 4:17-5:1). Who would not want to go to such a
beautiful place called Heaven? Heaven will be worth it all! You can go to Heaven
(Mark 16:16; John 8:24; Acts 17:30-31; Romans 10:9-10; Acts 2:37-38; 22:16)! You
can also live for Heaven (1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Corinthians 5:1-10)!



Blessed Are They
Which Do Hunger and Thirst
Ronald D. Reeves
The ideal congregation hungers and thirsts after righteousness (Matthew 5:6). Whether

one be younger or older, this characteristic should mark each member of the body of Christ. The
security of the blessing pronounced resides in the promise of Jesus that each one so doing shall
be filled. This is truly a wonderful promise, knowing that if we pursue righteousness as we ought,
the Lord has given His word that our spiritual appetite for righteousness will be satisfied. To hun-
ger and thirst after righteousness suggests a deep-seated craving that compels one to go to great
lengths to fulfill its demands. Invariably, one thus becomes a diligent student of the Word (Acts
17:11). May we be emboldened to trust in the Lord’s promise and thus be motivated to hunger
and thirst after righteousness as we have never done before. Perhaps we will thus be led into a
course of spiritual growth that we would not have otherwise anticipated in the infancy of our
spiritual journey. Great spiritual accomplishments are invariably associated with the progressive
development of righteousness in the life of an individual child of God.

Don’t Preach to Me
Cecil May, Jr.

Preaching gets a bad rap in the population at large. Along with product advertising and
political speech, except for those who already believe, people typically listen to preaching with
suspicion or just disregard it altogether. Some of the negative attitudes toward preaching are
well-founded (e.g., reactions to some television evangelists).

Some preachers counter negative reaction to preaching by trying to sound like they are
not preaching. Instead of proclamation or exhortation and rebuke, they share reflections and
musings. This is weak preaching of the wrong sort. The apostle Paul’s preaching “in weakness
and fear” was a renunciation of rhetorical eloquence (“lofty speech”) and theological specula-
tion (“wisdom”). It was a simple, straightforward proclamation of Jesus Christ, crucified and
raised!

Rejected as a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the Greeks, the preaching of
the cross is nevertheless declared to be both the power and wisdom of God. “For Jews demand
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:22-24).

“Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless
until it finds its rest in thee.” — Augustine of Hippo
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