Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

THE UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE
Raymond Elliott
“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1,
NKJV). During the last two weeks of March, 2021, the state of Alabama, along with other states
in the south suffered scattered and severe damage and the loss of lives due to terrible tornadoes.
Sermon for the Lord’s Day
In one community in Alabama, 5 lives were lost when a horrific storm hit their homes. It has
been estimated that in about 30 seconds these precious lives were taken by the tornado. The
“The Church at Thayatira” (3)
people did not know they were going to die that day. No doubt, they all had plans for the next
day following the bad weather. How often has this happened to individuals who did not know
their earthly life would end on a certain day.
Worship today will be via Zoom @ 9:00am
In James 4:13, 14, we read, “Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to
Write and let us know if you
such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; whereas you do not
know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little
would like an invitation.
time and then vanishes away.” It was not wrong or immoral to make future plans to travel to a
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city and do business. The real problem in this context is to be found in verses 15 and 16: “Instead
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you ought to say, “if the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” But now you boast in your
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Opening Prayer -Paul
P
arrogance. All such boasting is evil.” These individuals were making definite plans formulated by
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their own wisdom and pride and were leaving God completely out of their intentions. Tomorrow
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is not promised to anyone. The wise man wrote in Proverbs 27:1: “Do not boast about tomorrow,
For you do not know what a day may bring forth.”
Morning Lesson -Paul
The Psalmist prayed, “LORD, make me to know my end, and the measure of my days,
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what it is: that I may know how frail I am” (Psalm 39:4-6). For whatever reason, the Psalmist,
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in his deep emotions, desireder to know when he would die. Perhaps it was the suffering he
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was experiencing but the exact time of his death was not to be revealed. It is worthy to note
... And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience
that mankind is “frail” and fragile when it comes to life on this earth. We just do not know the
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exact time when death may overtake us. Death may be compared to a hurricane. Because of
2 Peter 1:6
prolonged sickness, we know death is coming and we have time to prepare for it. Then it may be
like a tornado, death comes sudden and without warning. Someone has said, “What a transient,
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monetary being I am, how soon I shall cease to be, how little a while I shall continue.”
We are praying for you!
Preparation to meet God when we die is more important than the time or the how we
Raymond Elliott -for complete success for his hip replacement k.
leave this world. Israel of old had committed idolatry and was steeped in sin of every kind. God
Judy McCollum - for safe traveling from Oregon to home.
was to bring judgement upon His people. The prophet Amos gave this warning: “Prepare to meet
your God, O Israel!” This warning can be given to all mankind. How we live is more important
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Inc. - for continued help for those in need.
Manuelito Navajo Children’s Home - for help and blessings as they serve the chil- than how we die. Would you not study His Word, believe in His Son Jesus Christ, turn from
your sins and be baptized for the remission of your sins while you have the time and opportunity
dren.
(Romans 10:17; John 8:24; Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:36-38? You will be saved by the grace of God
Ray Wilson - for God’s blessing on his health and well being.
and by the blood of Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1, 2, 9;Acts 22:16;Revelation 1:5).

We pray for all people to seek God and obey his commandments.
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Revelation 12:9
So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him.
Revelation 12:9 says that the Dragon, Satan, has deceived the whole world.
But has the import of that really sunk in? The doubtful resistance that is in each of
us does not go away easily. It remains though we are converted. It still needs to be
fought and overcome.
If we do not condition ourselves to be aware and choose the right way, it will
continue to exert its influence. Much can be done to lessen its influence, particularly continuing to develop our relationship with God through study and prayer.
As we exercise God’s way, the influence of Satan the Devil begins to slip.
There is a negative side to this in that, as soon as his influence starts to slip away, he
tries harder to ensure that it does not leave us entirely. In other words, he picks up
the intensity of his pressure on us.
But do not be disheartened! I Corinthians 10:13 is still in the book. God only
gives us what we can handle, and He provides a way of escape. God is always there
protecting us, making sure that Satan does not increase the pressure to the point
that we are unable to bear it. We can be sure that as we continue to grow, and Satan
steps up the pressure, we will be equal to the task. Do we have faith in that? We had
better have faith because the intensity of the pressure will get greater and greater.
								— John W. Ritenbaugh
•••••••••••••••••••••
...continued fromi nside

PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD
“Careless soul, why will you linger, Wandering from the fold of God? Hear you not the invitation? O
prepare to meet thy God.
Careless soul, O heed the warning, For your life will soon be gone; O how sad to face the judgment,
Unprepared to meet thy God.”

•••••••••••••••••••••
“The world says, The more you take, the more you have.
Christ says, the more you give, the more you are.”
— Frederick Buechner
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Wednesday ........................ Bible Class, singing & prayer - 6:00 pm
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