
Announcement

!Sermon for the Lord’s Day

“Do We OR Not?” 

Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

Charles
We are praying for you!

What have you done to Grow Spiritually?

Worship today will be via Zoom @ 9:00am
Write and let ys know if you 

would like an invitation.
Bible Class -Nito

Hymn- Kerry
Opening Prayer -Paul

Hymn- Kerry
Lord’s Supper - Nito

Morning Lesson - Paul
Hymn - Kerry

Closing Prayer -Jordan

Our Lord’s DayPlan...

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Fhe wisdom of Solomon...
The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his 

mother.
Proverbs 10:1

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

...continued on back page

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 

and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart... Hebrews 4:12

The Johnson Family - Jordan, Rose, and Kerry have all completed theeir time of 
isolation due to COVID.
The Wilson Family - Please continue your prayers for the family.
The Alisal Congregation - for our being able to once again meet in our building 
as a group.

We pray for the leaders of our Country to do what is righteous in God’s sight.

Peter Was Grieved
T. Pierce Brown

 In John 21:17 we read, “He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 
Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, 
thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.”
 Many years ago I wrote an article entitled, “I Love You, but I Don’t Like You.” At that time I 
had never seen an article that dealt with the difference in the words translated “love” in this passage. I 
feel sure that most of my readers now know that Jesus asked, “Lovest thou me (agapas me) more than 
these?” Peter answered, “Thou knowest that I love thee (philo se).” So Peter did not answer the ques-
tion Jesus asked. To phrase the question and answer in a reasonably fair English rendition, it would 
be, “Peter, do you love me in a way that would allow you to give of all that you are and have for my 
welfare or pleasure?” Peter replied, “Lord, you know that I have a great deal of affection for you.”
 There are some scholars who take the position that the words “agapao” and “phileo” are syn-
onyms, for they sometimes are apparently used interchangeably, but they are not synonyms. I may 
say to my wife, “I love (agapao) you” or “I like (phileo) you and have a tender affection for you” and 
one may assume that because I may use one or both expressions about or to the same person, or in 
the same context that they are therefore synonyms, but that is not the case.
 But my point in this article is to raise a question about why Peter was grieved? Most of my 
early life when I knew less about either English or Greek than I do now, I assumed he was grieved be-
cause Jesus asked him the same question three times. That is not the case, although in English it may 
seem to be. In John 21:17, quoted above, it says, “He said unto him the third time,” so it might seem 
that he asked him the same question three times. However, “the third time” simply refers to the third 
time he asked a question, not the third time he asked the same specific question.
 My conclusion is that Peter was not grieved simply because Jesus asked him something three 
times. My opinion is that he was grieved because when Jesus asked him the third time, it was as if he 
was saying, “Peter, I have asked you twice if you had a sacrificial love for me, and you refused to an-
swer, saying that you had a real affection for me. Do you really have the proper feeling of affection for 
me? If so, why did you not answer my question?” Peter had previously avowed his sacrificial love for 
Christ in Mt. 26:35, and demonstrated it when he drew his sword and struck off the ear of a man. He 
had then failed to demonstrate it when he denied that he even knew Christ. So he seemed unwilling 
to “go out on the limb” again and affirm his “agape,” but was willing to affirm his “philos.” However, 
Jesus questioned that in John 21:17, and that grieved Peter.
 Part of my point in this article is to emphasize that Jesus on no occasion told his disciples that 
they should have “philos” toward him or toward God. We may have a great feeling of affection for 
persons, but not be willing to sacrifice of what we are and have for their will, or lay down our lives for 
them. This is what God demands, and we have too few preachers who are emphasizing that. We often 
make it sound as if about all you need to do is come to the front, confess something and be baptized. 
The real reason we are not retaining more of our “converts” is that they were never properly motivat-
ed to love (agape) the Lord with all the heart, soul, strength and mind. They were motivated to “obey 
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[After his baptism,] Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted there by the devil. — Matthew 4:1

Thought:

Most of us hate tests — whether they’re school tests, professional tests, or life tests. Spiritual tests 
are the most difficult of all. Yet in this passage and the verses that follow, Jesus faces tests that the 
Spirit of God led him to experience. These tests confront Jesus with choices about the direction 
of his ministry: Would he take shortcuts or would he pay the full price and redeem humanity? 
Jesus chooses the long way, the hard way, the way of the cross and suffering. It’s said that “The 
longest distance between two points is a shortcut!” Jesus refuses the shortcut and lives up to the 
Father’s expectations for him as he is led by the Spirit. He refuses to compromise and chooses 
to be the obedient Son. There is great comfort for us in his choices. Because Jesus experiences 
temptation and is victorious, he can help us in our times of trials and temptations (Hebrews 2:18; 
Hebrews 4:15). In addition, his Spirit leads us and molds us into greater strength as we follow 
him. Let’s seek help in overcoming our own temptations, and the result will be victory for us just 
as Jesus conquered sin by overcoming all of his temptations!

the gospel” or go through the steps of what we call the conversion process in order to get their 
sins removed and have some hope of eternal life. But we have miserably failed in many cases to 
so present Christ and him crucified (1 Cor. 2:2) that those who heard were constrained by his 
love for us to love him and surrender their lives to him as Lord. Paul said in 2 Cor. 5:14, “For the 
love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead.” 
If you will examine much of the preaching you have done or heard, you will discover that it dealt 
primarily with what was wrong with some doctrine or person, or even how to worship God 
properly. We need to know that, but one of the first things an alien sinner needs to know is that 
Christ loves him and died for him, and only as he responds in love to that love can he be saved 
by grace, through faith. Until and unless we focus on that, we will continue to have many who 
come to hear a sermon (or at least to occupy a pew), and who refuse to stay for Bible study or 
come back Sunday night or Wednesday night. Fussing at them and criticizing them for their lack 
of faith will solve very little. If they are not somehow motivated to love Christ with an agape-love, 
they will never function adequately as Christians. Also, if they never find out the difference in a 
mere feeling of affection for Christ, and the kind of love that Christ wanted from Peter, they will 
never be what they should be. It may never have occurred to you, but one of the fatal mistakes 
of the denominational world (and many connected to the Lord’s church) is that they can get all 
stirred up emotionally and feel good about Christ without loving him enough to live or die for 
him. To take him as Lord is more than feeling an affection for him. He died for you? Will you live 
for him?


