Craving Perspective in the Valley
Andy Baker
People in the valley often have little perspective on how big the mountains
really are, how long the range is, or what is waiting on the other side. Isn’t it wonderful to know that whatever valleys life tries to shove us into, God has provided
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perspective we badly need, yes, even crave?
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Cry out to the God who hears and cares for us (1 Pet. 5:6-7). The psalmist
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Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then to stand on higher ground! Consider that when we go through the valleys, it is a
reminder that there is nothing we ourselves possess or call upon that can get us out
are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
of the valley (see Jer. 9:23-24). God wants us to cry out to Him. He hears. He cares.
shall make you free. John 8:31-32 KJV
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Where do you turn when you don’t know where to turn (Jas. 4:8-10)?
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He patiently bore the cross, and He compels us to do the same (Luke 9:23). In fact,
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ground if we will be patient and follow Jesus faithfully through our valley (Phil.
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Chrustian lady and will be missed by all who knew her. Prayers for the family.
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Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. —
Romans 5:3-4
Thought
What are you living to produce in your life? Wealth, fame, status, significance, a legacy? How
about character! Isn’t having the character of God our real goal in life? So even in our worst of
times, if we can be people of character, then nothing can steal from us our most desired goal, the
character of God, given us in Jesus Christ.
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After Jesus rose from the dead early on Sunday morning, the first person who saw him was Mary
Magdalene, the woman from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went to the disciples, who
were grieving and weeping, and told them what had happened. But when she told them that Jesus
was alive and she had seen him, they didn’t believe her.
Afterward he appeared in a different form to two of his followers who were walking from Jerusalem
into the country. They rushed back to tell the others, but no one believed them.
Still later he appeared to the eleven disciples as they were eating together. He rebuked them for
their stubborn unbelief because they refused to believe those who had seen him after he had been
raised from the dead.
And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. Anyone who
believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned. These
miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast out demons in my name, and
they will speak in new languages. They will be able to handle snakes with safety, and if they drink
anything poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their hands on the sick, and they
will be healed.”
When the Lord Jesus had finished talking with them, he was taken up into heaven and sat down in
the place of honor at God’s right hand. And the disciples went everywhere and preached, and the
Lord worked through them, confirming what they said by many miraculous signs.
— Mark 16:9-20
Key Thought:
What an incredibly wonderful message. Jesus begins as a nobody in a little-regarded place
working with insignificant people and changes the world. As powerful a story as this is, we must
remember that the story and the power are not ended. Jesus is still looking for people, even
those the world regards as insignificant, and uses them to change the world. How can he do
this? Because he is the Christ, the Son of God, who chose to minister in Galilee and the surrounding area, to be crucified in Jerusalem, and to be raised from the dead and reign over all
the earth. Let’s commit to joining him in his work of transforming the world by God’s grace.
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