Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal
!

Sermon for the Lord’s Day

“Obedience of Faith”
Worship today will be via Zoom @ 9:00am
Write and let ys know if you
would like an invitation.
Bible Class - Nito
Our L
ord’s
Hymn- Kerry
Plan. Day
Opening Prayer -Jordan
..
Hymn- Kerry
Lord’s Supper - Kerry
Morning Lesson - Paul
Hymn - Kerry
Closing Prayer -Paul
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Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then
are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free. John 8:31-32 KJV
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We are praying for you!
Lisa McCollum (Matthew’s wife) for negative cancer results from her thyroid
which was surgically last week.
Arron Yaras - for healing and relief from paranoia and hallucinations.
Path Star - for a speedy repair and little anxiety from the house fire she suffered
this past week.
All People - for good health and well being as well as an end to the COVID19.
Praise God and keepHim first in your life!

The Correct Attitudefor Public Worship
George McNulty
When worshiping the Almighty Creator of the universe, we would do well to follow the
examples of the saints in the Holy Bible. God has made it very clear in His Word that He requires specific acts of worship towards Him. These divinely ordained precepts must be adhered
to, or we will be guilty of offering Him vain or profane worship that is unworthy of His station.
God is holy, and as such, He must be approached with the utmost reverence. Failure to
do so is a serious matter, as we can see many times in Scripture. Nadab and Abihu were consumed with fire for their disobedience, and Cain was rejected for not doing what God commanded. Upon King Josiah’s discovery of the Law (2 Chronicles 32), he was so upset at the people’s failure of correct worship of God that he led the nation in repentance and did not rest until
all was done according to God’s will! These examples should spur us to offer God our utmost in
service to Him.
So, let us ask ourselves. “What is our attitude in our worship to our Heavenly Father?”
“Are we failing Him on any level?” “How can we improve our worship to show God the honor
He is due?” First, we are told in John 4:24 that “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth.” Elsewhere, we are also told how to worship Him. “Give unto
the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness” (Psalm
29:2).
How does our attitude affect reverence toward God? If we are flippant in our service to
Him, it means that He is somehow less worthy of respect than mere men who may hold political
or royal office. Does He not deserve more honor than them? In Psalm 95:6, we read of the standard God expects from us. “O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD
our maker.” We see in Scripture the telling action that kneeling proclaims. For example, consider
when John knelt before the angel, who rejected the honor, and then, consider Thomas, who knelt
before the Lord Jesus, who received the honor due Him. Do we understand that to kneel to God
is an act of adoration and blessing? Therefore, when we adore Him, we kneel, at least figuratively.
Of a truth, it is no small thing to worship God, and worship is nothing to be taken lightly.
Knowing this, how should we conduct ourselves during worship? Wise King Solomon
wrote that the faithful should “keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be
more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil”
(Ecclesiastes 5:1). Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 3:15, “Know how thou oughtest to behave thyself
in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”
We must remember during public worship that others are there to honor God, too. Others see
how we act, and that informs them of our devotion to God and each other. By arriving early for
worship, we show the priority that services have in our lives, and by bringing a reverent attitude,
we show others the love we have for the Lord in our attendance. During worship, we must
resolve to fix our minds totally on honoring God. Everyone has an active role in worship, such
as hearing, singing, praying, partaking of the Lord’s Supper and encouraging others by our loyal
...continued on back page

When Hate Dominates Your Thinking
Larry Fitzgerald
This week, we witnessed first-hand what happens when negative emotions are allowed to
dominate our thinking. We watched as folks – most of which had good intentions – stormed our
capitol building in Washington, D.C.
Property was damaged. Individuals were injured. People lost their lives. And now, their
very cause has earned disrespect.
I am not going to get into the politics of the event but only point out that when negative
emotions are allowed to dominate our thinking, similar chaos and rioting is often the result. In
other places, like Austin, the same type of protest was made with a difference. It was peaceful
and it didn’t bring the same results.
God created us with emotions. They are good and each has its place in our lives. But the
greatest emotion is love not hate (1 Corinthians 13). The love of God can cause us to hate. But it
should not result in the hate of others. Only in the hate of the bad actions of others.
“By this,” says Jesus, “everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35).
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...continued from inside
attendance. Hebrews 10:25 and Psalm 100 tell us to come together in joyful union and to seek to
praise Him with thanksgiving. Worshippers must demonstrate correct and reverent attitudes in
every way. Remember that Christ’s presence is not limited to only large congregations. He said
in Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.” [Though the specific application was to the small band of apostles, in principle, one can extrapolate its application to even small groups of disciples in any century. ~ Louis
Rushmore, Editor]
Some have asked if God takes notice of our worship. If the worship is done according to
His ordinances, then He most certainly does notice our worship approvingly! We read in Malachi 3:16-17, “Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared
the LORD, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts,
in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him.” [As already noted, God also notices and disdains faulty worship. ~ Louis Rushmore, Editor]
Let us think about biblical things and consider how we may show God and others how
important He is to us. We show it in our attitude, our reverence, our love for one another and
our respect for Him. Public worship is no casual act. It is a special occasion and should always be
regarded as such. Let the world see our devotion in our manner and dress, in our practical care,
and in our desire for others’ souls. Above all, let us be pleasers of God, holding His Word as the
only authority in all our ways. Never let us share the fate of those who disrespected God by
offering what they wanted, rather than what God required.
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Sunday .......................... 9:00 am
Wednesday ........................ Bible Class, singing & prayer - 6:00 pm
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