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Sermon for the Lord’s Day

“A Life for Life” 

Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal

Charles We are praying for you!

Worship today will be via Zoom @ 9:00am
Write and let ys know if you 

would like an invitation.
Bible Class - Jordan

Hymn- Kerry
Opening Prayer - Nito

Hymn- Kerry
Lord’s Supper -Jordan
Morning Lesson - Paul

Hymn - Kerry
Closing Prayer -Paul

Our Lord’s DayPlan...

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Pray for the World and all its inhabinets ... Joy, Peace, and 
Good Health For All!

Praise God and keepHim first in your life! 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

He Grew Up
By Adam Faughn

 
    Our world is in the hurry and bustle of the final days and hours before Christ-
mas. Presents are being bought and wrapped, baking is being done, traveling is go-
ing on, and all sorts of other late-minute things are being completed so the holiday 
can be enjoyed by as many as possible.
    In the midst of all that preparation, many are also focusing on the birth of Jesus 
Christ. Certainly, we do not know the date on the calendar on which Jesus was 
born, but so many in our world are thinking about that event this time of year that 
it is to our advantage to speak even more openly and boldly about our faith. There 
is, in some ways, a clearer pathway to speak to people about Jesus when they are 
thinking about His birth during this time.
    What is difficult to get across to people, though, is that the baby in the manger 
grew up. Then, when that same baby was a man, He demanded so much of people 
and said things that are not always popular in our world. He told us that we have 
to guard our heart, or we are guilty of the most heinous of sins (see Matthew 5:23; 
5:28; 5:44). He told us that families would be torn apart for following Him (Mat-
thew 10:34-37). He made it clear that there is only one way to heaven (Matthew 
7:13-14), and that only following Him would be that way (John 14:6).
    Ultimately, Jesus gave His life on the cross, but also demanded that we be willing 
to take up a cross each day, that we live in order to follow Him (Luke 9:23). Part of 
the life and teachings of Jesus is simply not what people want to hear, but we dare 
not shy away from the entirety of Who Jesus was (and is), and what He demands of 
people if they would be counted faithful and live eternally with Him in heaven.
    While so many are thinking about the baby Jesus in the manger, may we have 
the boldness to take this opportunity to boldly, yet lovingly, remind people that He 
grew up and that He is to be the Lord of all our lives. But we must also take every 
opportunity to show and remind people that following Him as Lord is not drudg-
ery, but joy.

Merry Christmas from Judy and Paul McCollum

O sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, 
and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory. The Lord hath made known his salva-
tion: his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. He hath re-
membered his mercy and his truth toward the house of Israel: all the ends of the earth 

have seen the salvation of our God. ...
Psalm 98



Meeting Days and Times
Sunday .......................... 9:00 am

Wednesday ........................ Bible Class, singing & prayer - 6:00 pm

church of Christ at Alisal
67 Eucalyptus Drive

Salinas, California 93905-2728
Paul McCollum, preacher
pulpitpaul@razzolink.com

(831)424-9800 or 206-5568
www.churchofchristalisal.com/

December 20, 2020

Start your 
Week
 right!

Zoom Times...

“A Night of Magic”
 by Dave Bang

Check out our new WEBSiTE  - just completed and online now!

 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go, get down! For your people whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt have corrupted themselves. (8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I com-

manded them. They have made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and 
said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!”” 

Exodus 32:7-8
 Just mere months after God liberated the slave-nation Israel from centuries of bondage 
to Egypt through awesome and terrifying displays of power, capping their redemption by divid-
ing the Red Sea and drowning their captors in its waters, they reconfigured the nature of Al-
mighty God into the form of a bull! One has to ask, what were they thinking as they cried, “This 
is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!”?
 Is this not similar to what one may discover on the world scene today? People have creat-
ed gods in their own image. They interpret God according to their own cultural biases, as well as 
what family, educational, and business associations have predisposed them to believe. They then 
attribute His favor to their political parties, athletic teams, motivations, and prejudices. All this 
is done with precious little careful study into, meditation upon, and especially wholeheartedly 
believing of His inspired revelation of Himself in the Bible.
 At the worship service held in the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., a few days 
following the attack of September 11, clergy from Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, and Muslim 
faiths participated. Which clergyman represented God? Which did God hear? Can they all be 
His representatives, even though they all believe differently? Do these differences not matter to 
Him? They must matter to those men; otherwise, they would not advocate their brand of faith. 
Certainly, God hears just as surely as He sees what is going on. He makes very clear that no one 
comes to Him except through Jesus Christ, eliminating two of those faiths immediately.
 He also makes clear that those who approach Him with favor must be subject to His 
government. In other words, they must keep His commandments. The remaining two faiths 
keep none of His Sabbaths, and in fact, they tell people they do not have to keep the command-
ments—in other words, they need not be subject to His government in daily life—because His 
law is “done away.”
 Might God, as an act of mercy, nonetheless hear and respond by delivering us from 
future destructions planned for us? He might. It has happened before, for instance, when God 
mercifully forgave Nineveh after it repented at the preaching of Jonah, and He delivered Israel 
a number of times. Yet when that happened, it was accompanied by a wholehearted repentance 
that God was willing to accept. Have we as a nation repented? How deep must the repentance 
be? How many must repent before it tips the balance of God’s judgment so that He moves in 
our behalf? In Genesis 18:32, God tells Abraham He will spare Sodom if He finds ten righteous 
people in it. Is God using the same standard of measurement for America today?

— John W. Ritenbaug


