Welcome to the church of Christ at Alisal
!

Sermon for the Lord’s Day

“Consider the Cost” (Part 1)
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Announcements - Paul McCollum
Opeming Prayer -Charles Barry
Song Service - Kerry Johnson
Lord’s Supper - Kerry Johnson
Lesson for Today - Paul McCollum
Closing Prayer - Paul McCollum
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Philippians 1:6
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

We are praying for you!
Beverly Fereira -for good health and the ability to be with us.
Norma Decker -for good health and the ability to be with us.
Rosenarue Johnson - for a peaceful and productive school year.
Jordan Johnson - for safety while away and being a good example.
Nito Gomez - for a blessed day in Fresno and a safe return.
David Smith - for his return to the Lord
.
Pray for our great United States of America and her success and well-being.
Fhe wisdom of Solomon...
...Don’t worry when someone curses you for no reason. Nothing bad will happen. Such words are
like birds that fly past and never stop.
Proverbs 26:2 (ERV)

I Don’t Even Like You
T. Pierce Brown
That’s what he said. The words, plain and sharp, were spoken with a smile, and for a moment I thought, “He’s just kidding,” because he has a wet sense of humor (in contradistinction to
those who have a dry one). Then, I realized he really meant it! Here was a preacher whom I liked
and even admired who said he did not like me! What should my response be?
The first thing that came to my mind was, “It does not matter too much, as long as you
love me,” so I said it. He did not reply to that, so I was left with the problem of how to react. I
asked myself the question, “Why do you like and admire him?” There were several reasons. First,
he is a Christian gentleman, albeit blunt at times. Second, he is a thoughtful Bible student, sound
in the faith and concerned about the lost and the kingdom of God. Then, a simple truth came
to mind that might be of value to you. The fact that he did not like me in no way changed those
things about him that caused me to like and admire him in the first place. In fact, it may have
added a third and fourth.
He apparently was more astute and discerning than the average person, for he was able to
see in me something that the average person did not see, for the average person seems to like me.
Fourth, there was no sense of hypocrisy or dissembling about him. He was unwilling to pretend
that he liked me when he did not. He is the kind of person who could read an article of mine and
say, “I think it is hogwash” and give me his honest criticism of it without dissimulation. In my
judgment, those kinds of persons are all too rare. I have had persons who seemed to like me as
long as they felt they could use or manipulate me for their own purposes, but when they could
not, they seemed to dislike me.
Then another principle of great importance occurred to me. No person should allow the
likes or dislikes of another person to unduly control his responses, attitudes and actions. I make
my own decisions about whom I like or dislike, based on predetermined qualities. Suppose he
did not like fried chicken? I might think that was unusual or peculiar in a preacher, but it certainly would not change my basic respect and admiration for him, nor make me like him any
less.
So, the fact that he does not like me saddens me a little, for I will not impose my presence
on him as I might have, hoping for some spiritual insight from him. For as I weigh my selfish
desire to be where he is to gain some good from him against my unwillingness to inflict upon
him the distasteful experience of having to be around me, I think it proper to submit to his wish
rather than make him submit to mine. If I knew he did not like fried chicken, I would not deliberately impose it upon him.
Therefore, although I may lose something in the long run because he does not like me,
there are some things I do not have to lose. One is my respect and admiration for a good Gospel
preacher who is neither ashamed nor afraid to speak the truth as he sees it. Second, I do not have
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“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks,
the door will be opened.” —
Matthew 7:7-8
Thought...
God made us to seek after him and find him (Acts 17:27-28). Try to imagine the astounding
reality of this truth: the God of the Universe is thrilled to see us when we come home to him!
Is it any wonder that he longs for us to seek him so he can welcome us with the same joy as the
father welcomed the son back again (Luke 15:11-31)?
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Matthew 7:13-14
(13) “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction,
and there are many who go in by it. (14) Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which
leads to life, and there are few who find it.
These verses lead into Christ’s teaching on false prophets. From its context, it appears
that Jesus says that false ministers will neither acknowledge or teach the narrow way that leads
to life, the narrow way that leads to persecution. Instead, they will do just what God shows the
Old Testament false prophets did: They will teach “peace, peace”—the smooth, easy, and broad
way.
In other words, they will teach that Christians need make no sacrifices in their obedience to God. It is so interesting that, in the last few years in the church, so many things have
been liberalized. Are we getting away from the straight and the narrow, the difficult and the
sacrificial way? — John W. Ritenbaugh
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...continued from inside
to be hurt personally simply because a person I like does not like me. One’s likes or dislikes do
not have to be rationally explained. Some persons probably do not like turnip greens and corn
bread, but that is their problem, not mine. Third, I do not have to lose my own independence
and sense of responsibility by allowing my responses to be controlled by some other person’s
attitude. To the degree that we allow another person to make us respond in some particular way,
to that degree we are like puppets on a string. My Lord and Savior is the only One who has the
right to control my responses. Fifth, I do not have to lose my self-respect or esteem because I
may have lost his. His likes or dislikes of someone is not what determines their worth, no matter
how good or wise he may be.
If both you and I have gained anything from this experience, and the recounting of it, the
effort took to write this article was well spent. Remember that the Master said, “Woe unto you
when all men shall speak well of you” (Luke 6:26).
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